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MR. PATTON: Okay. This is Thomas
M. Patton, Deputy Attorney General, and |I am
here with Rob Bori skin.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes, Rob Bori skin.

MR. PATTON: How do you spell your
| ast name?

MR. BORI SKI N: B, like in boy,
O-R-1-S-K-1-N.

MR. PATTON: And it is 4:15,
Thursday, September 13, 2012.

And Rob, | called you up on the
phone and just -- as | indicated to you, |
wanted to get on record our conversation --

MR. BORI SKI N: That's fine.

MR. PATTON: -- because |'ve been
i nterviewi ng all kinds of people that work for
or have worked for Parks Department.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: So start by just giving
me some of your background. | don't know how

| ong you worked for Parks and when exactly --

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, | can --

MR. PATTON: -- so tell me about
your (indiscernible - simultaneous speaking).

MR. BORI SKI N: -- just kind of give
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you the little story.
MR. PATTON: Yeah.
MR. BORI SKI N: | worked for Parks, |
t hink, April of 2005 to 2006, 'O05, 'O06, yeah,
2005, 2006. | had worked at the Department of
Fi sh and Game as the Assistant Deputy for
Admi n. My manager there was M chael Harris.
| worked for himfor about five years. He
went to Parks. There was an opportunity for
someone to work for him I Iiked working for
hi m. | interviewed and got the position and
started working there. So | worked there --
MR. PATTON: And the position being?
MR. BORI SKI N: The position was

simlar to that, assistant -- he was the
Deputy for Adm n, and | was one of the
Assi st ant Deputies, and | was over Budgets, |

was over Procurement and Contracts, three

units. | don't even remember what they were,
but I was -- that was my position at the ti me.
Tom somebody was who | replaced, and | don't

know i f you have the org charts for back then.
MR. PATTON: | do.
MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, good.
MR. PATTON: Tom Domi ch?
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MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, Tom Domi ch was
who | replaced. And so when Tom left, | came
and took that position.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: And | worked there
for alittle -- | think a year, and then
retired from State government.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: | actually worked
there |l ess than a full year because | had
decided to retire, used up some of my vacation
and then was there. So | was actively playing
the role there for | ess than a year.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: M chael Harris, who
hired me, after about a month or so -- do you
have the org chart from back there? After
about a month or so, yeah, Deputy M chael
Harris -- that was me, Fiscal Management.

MR. PATTON: ' m going to make a
note for the record, for my transcribers,
because we -- a number of times |I've used the
phrase "org chart" --

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, okay.

MR. PATTON: -- and |'ve seen
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transcripts, they come back and they read

"Orrick charts", and | don't know what an

Orrick chart is.

MR. BORI SKI N: Or gani zati on chart.

MR. PATTON: For the record, "org

chart" is organization charts. So
using the same word.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

you're

MR. PATTON: Appreciate it.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, that's right.
And | was over Business, Procurement,
Accounting Services, and Contracts, right, and

Gayl e Bohl mann - -

MR. PATTON: Okay. Sl ow down.

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, sure.

MR. PATTON: So you were the

Assi st ant Deputy Director for Adm n Services.

MR. BORI SKI N: It was actually
call ed Fiscal Management Division so -- didn't
call me assistant, but that's what it was
like.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: Fi nanci al Management
Di vi si on.
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MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, that was my
title.

MR. PATTON: And you were the head
of the Financial Management Division --

MR. BORI SKI N: Correct.

MR. PATTON: -- of Admin Services.

MR. BORI SKI N: Correct.

MR. PATTON: And then this --

MR. BORI SKI N: -- reporting to
Mi chael Harris.

MR. PATTON: Who was the

Admi ni strative Services Division Deputy

Director?
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.

t hi nk,

you're shown

Admi n - -
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
over Budgets,

shortly after --

BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

PATTON: All right.

BORI SKI N: And he --

PATTON: And that title, |

and on some |ist,

as Assistant Deputy Director for

BORI SKI N: Okay.
PATTON: -- Services.
BORI SKI N:  Okay.
PATTON: SO you say you were
Procurement, and what else?
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MR. BORI SKI N: Accounti ng.

MR. PATTON: Accounti ng.

MR. BORI SKI N: And Contracts.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: And Asset Management .

MR. PATTON: Okay. So in '05 and
067

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: Okay. And so as -- we
started tal king about this on the phone, and
that's when | said --

MR. BORI SKI N: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: -- let me come down and
we'll get this on tape.

MR. BORI SKI N: Sur e.

MR. PATTON: It's -- you know, we've
| ooked at it. It's come to pretty much
everyone's attention that there was some
di sparity in the funds reported. The
Accounting side of things, | wunderstand,
there's sort of a constant -- it's the | edger,
it's the accounting record, and at the end of
the year they give a final year-end statement
of their accounts with the Controller's

of fice, and there's a continuous
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reconciliation. That sound right?

MR. BORI SKI N: Well, you know, it's
been a |l ong time, but yes, there -- here's how
| remember it, okay. There are fund

conditions and then authority to spend.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: And the budget shop
devel ops the authority to spend, okay, but
they devel op the authority to spend based on
t he avail able funds.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: And one of the ways
you know how much funds are avail able are the
fund conditions.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: And those things are
both displayed in different places, okay. The
i ssue that's in the paper that you're wanting
to know what | know about --

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- is there was a
di screpancy between the fund condition -- and
| don't remember where -- whether the

accounting people say here's the fund

condition and then | | ooked at the budget
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documents and said, here's the fund condition,
and those two conditions, not authority to
spend but the conditions were different and --

MR. PATTON: In "05? Do you
remember by how much?

MR. BORI SKI N: No, but it was a big

number .

MR. PATTON: It was a big number.

MR. BORI SKI N: | was - -

MR. PATTON: Some number of
mllions?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes, in the mllions.

MR. PATTON: Tens of mllions?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. | thought it
was thirty-five mllion, but | could be wrong,
okay. That was way back -- you know, | don't
remember . No, | don't know.

MR. PATTON: Al'l right.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay. So | brought
t hat to Becky Brown who -- when | was there --
and just a little side. Becky Brown, when

was interviewi ng for the position, was one of

the people that | think gave a favorable nod

to me, okay. I worked for her husband at

Caltrans, the incestuous department -- you
Page 9
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know, the incestuous role and had some
i nteraction with -- had interaction with Becky
before | came to Parks because she was one of

the most highly respected Budget Officers in

the state. At her retirement, it was just
amazing all the people who came. She was very
knowl edgeable, really smart, | had a | ot of
respect for her, and so |I came there.

So I'"'min the new position. I
noticed the difference. | bring it to her

attention, and she says not to worry about it.

And the only reason | remember that
conversation is this is a person | |iked and
respected, and she's telling me not to do
that, and that's not my nature, and | felt

uncomf ortabl e about it.

MR. PATTON: So you saw that there
was a difference in the financial condition
reported to the -- in the report to the

Controller versus to the Department of

Fi nance?

MR. BORI SKI N: It could be that
clear. That sounds a |lot like it. | don't
remember it at that |evel. All I knew was

there was a difference.
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MR. PATTON: In reports being
| ssued?

MR. BORISKIN: Right. | just saw --
| " m a spreadsheet kind of guy --

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- one of the things
they told me not to do.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: But | did a |ot of
spreadsheets because it hel ped me
under stand - -

MR. PATTON: Uh- huh.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- the new depart ment
| was in. So | must have done a spreadsheet,
and on the spreadsheet, | saw how much money
was in the funds, and then |I saw this other
document showed a different amount, and that
concerned me.

MR. PATTON: So you went to Becky,
and she said -- and you showed her what -- you

showed her the spreadsheet?

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, |I'"m not sure how
the conversation -- | don't remember it
(indiscernible - simultaneous speaking).

MR. PATTON: You tal ked to her about
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you'd seen a difference --

MR. BORI SKI N: |"d seen a
difference, right.

MR. PATTON: -- and the best of your
recollection, maybe thirty-five mllion?

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: And she said what? She
knew about it?

MR. BORI SKI N: Well, yeah, she said
don't worry about that. | was bl own off
basically.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So you got the
| mpression she knew about it?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Okay. She wasn't
surprised with the news?

MR. BORI SKI N: No.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And so she told
you -- and before we | ook at this, she told
you then, don't worry about it. And what el se
did she tell you?

MR. BORI SKI N: You know, we didn't

have a conversati on. What happened is | got

uncomfortable, and I must have said something

|l i ke, no, this is my job, | need to know t hat.
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And | have no idea what happened. Il just know
| left there feeling uncomfortable and shut
of f .

MR. PATTON: Well, did you talk to
somebody el se about it?

MR. BORI SKI N: | eventually tal ked
to M chael Harris about it, but | don't

remember specifically the conversation, but

' m sure M chael and | talked. |} IIIhGG
B B B B I B

B D D D S
B D B I B B I B

8 A B B B B B N B
MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: So I'"mnew trying to

| earn this thing, is the person who's hel ped
me, | asked them this question, they say not
to worry about it. | don't think it concerned

me too much because - -

MR. PATTON: But did M chael tell
you the same thing?

MR. BORI SKI N: No. | think M chae
probably said, well, Becky knows what she's
doi ng, you need to trust her, or something to

that effect.
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MR. PATTON: Okay.
MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. Mi chael then

left, okay. [l Il HH HH 1 NN S

| became sort of acting him and went to

meeti ngs. | believe, and yet it's not as
clear as | wish it was that | went to a
meeting with Ruth Coleman in -- because | was
acting for -- somebody had to fill in for a
short period of time -- well, | was filling
in, and | went to a meeting, and | said, well,

here's some of the issues that are on my plate
and this is one of them because there
continued to be an issue for me, and she gave
me sim | ar advice but more specifically said,
you need to be | ooking at bigger overal
pi ctures, not spending so much time doing
spreadsheets. So at that point, | realized I
wasn't a really good match for Parks and
Recreation and started my plans to | eave.

MR. PATTON: So you went first to
Becky. You had seen that there was a
di screpancy in the magnitude of tens of
mllions.

MR. BORI SKI N: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: And we're tal king about
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the State Parks and Recreation Fund, correct?
MR. BORI SKI N: | just -- 1 don't

know if it was one of them or both of them,

t oget her.

MR. PATTON: What woul d the other
one be?

MR. BORI SKI N: The Off Road Vehicle
Fund.

MR. PATTON: Of f Hi ghway Vehicle
Fund?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: So there's two funds.
They have --

MR. PATTON: Are these the maj or
funds there?

MR. BORI SKI N: No. | think the
General Fund is the major fund there. I think
most of the money that Parks and Recreation
spends is the General Fund.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: So | don't -- as |
remember it back then, |I'm | ooking at this,
| " m |l ooking at all the funds that support the
department, and |'m saying, well, that's
Page 15
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weird, it's not an expenditure issue, it's not
an authority issue, it's just a fund condition
I ssue.

MR. PATTON: Um hum.

MR. BORI SKI N: And | had the sense
t hat the people that told me not to worry
about it were trying to protect the depart ment
and keep a rainy day fund.

MR. PATTON: What gave you that
sense?

MR. BORI SKI N: Well, | don't know
why. That was -- | mean, |'m assum ng | mi ght
have felt more of a --

MR. PATTON: Let me --

MR. BORI SKI N: Sur e.

MR. PATTON: Let me try -- | want to
just el aborate a little bit so |I understand
what your perception was.

MR. BORI SKI N: Sur e.

MR. PATTON: You said it wasn't an
aut hority -- a spending authority issue --

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: -- it was a fund
condition issue --

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .
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MR. PATTON: -- meaning an issue
related to how much money is in these funds.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: And so -- and then you
say you got the feeling that it -- that there
was some sort of |ike a protection as rainy
day thing going on. So what you were seeing
then is you're telling me what you saw was
that there appeared to be an underreporting of
funds; there were more funds in existence than
were being -- than were indicated on some of
t hese records.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . So every --

MR. PATTON: And i f you take the two
combi ned, Off Highway Vehicle and the State
Par ks and Rec Fund, in your recollection it's
(i ndiscernible - simultaneous speaking).

MR. BORI SKI N: But remember, each --
most funds are -- there's |egislation that
controls the expenditure fromthe fund --

MR. PATTON: Ri ght .

MR. BORI SKI N: -- | think more so
the Off Road Vehicle. So there's legislation
t hat says we're going to collect the money and

how we're going to collect money is everybody
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who uses the park is going to pay -- | think

Of f Road Vehicle is actually part of vehicle

registration fee or something like that. I
don't even remember where it come -- but it
comes from some source. And then the | aw

says, we're going to take this money, put it
in this fund, and then you can only be spent
for these purposes, okay. So how much money
is in the fund and what it can be spent for,

t hen during the budget cycle, they say we have
t hese needs for this fund, yes there's enough
money, you have the authority to spend it.

But even if there's ten mllion dollars in

there but the | egislature says no, we only

want you to spend one mllion of that, then
the fund's there; it's not -- and they don't
spend all the money in the fund every year.

MR. PATTON: So the bottom |ine was
you saw in some of the reports more money than
t here was authorization to spend; there was
addi tional funds sitting.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Ri ght .

MR. BORI SKI N: But that would be in

multiple funds, |I'm assumi ng. | don't

Page 18

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

remember it in detail. | just remember in
this fund |I noticed the difference between two
pl aces where it was reported, and it bothered
me.

MR. PATTON: And do you remember
where the places were that it was being
reported?

MR. BORI SKI N: No, | don't.

MR. PATTON: No. Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: All right. And t hen
you say you -- so you went to Becky, and she
basically, according to what you've told me
said don't worry about it.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: So it sounds to me |ike
that indicated that she was aware of it. She
didn't show any surprise over it.

MR. BORI SKI N: No, she did not.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So you - -

MR. BORI SKI N: | believe she was
aware of it.

MR. PATTON: You took away from t hat
that she was aware of it?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.
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MR. PATTON: Told you not to worry
about it. And that was the extent of the
conversation with her?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. And then she
was in her transition |eaving and - -

MR. PATTON: Did you ask her any
more questions about how |long has it been |iKke
this or --

MR. BORI SKI N: No.

MR. PATTON: -- is there ever going
to be --

MR. BORI SKI N: No.

MR. PATTON: -- attempt to do
anyt hing about 1t?

MR. BORI SKI N: | was new.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: | was uncertain of nmy
position. | was trying to break into a new
j ob.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: | wasn't going to
push things. She was someone who hel ped me
get there.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.
MR. BORI SKI N: | mean, it just -- it
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was - -

MR. PATTON: Okay. So you saw this
pretty early then in '05. You said you
started in April of '057?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: And so you saw this, it
sounds |i ke, pretty quickly.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. | don't
remember exactly when but fairly early, yes.

MR. PATTON: And then -- and so you
backed off. She told you don't worry about
it --

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: -- you backed off.

MR. BORI SKI N: And it didn't feel at
the moment |like it was a critical issue.

MR. PATTON: And then how much time
el apsed before you then had a conversation

with Harris about it?

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, I'"m assumi ng
fairly soon after that. | mean, Becky and |
tal ked, and | would have -- M chael and | were
fairly friendly, and I'm assum ng | went in
and said, hey, M chael, | talked to Becky
about this thing, and she thought -- she told
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me to back off, and he said, well, you know,
she knows, she's been here a long time, Rob,
you probably ought to believe that.

MR. PATTON: And so you -- did
you -- how many times did you discuss it with
Becky? Just the once?

MR. BORI SKI N: Al'l I remember is the
one ti me.

MR. PATTON: And how many times did
you discuss it with M chael ?

MR. BORI SKI N: Probably just the

once. The only person | discussed it a | ot

with is my wife. She still remembers. She

remembers -- it's really funny. She says to
me, | remember when you came home, you were

all worried about that. But yeah.

MR. PATTON: When did you start
di scussing it with your wife? Back then in
05 when - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, sure, yeah, the
day it happened. | came home and | said,
had a crappy day, what happened with you? |
tal ked to Becky who's been really hel pful and
everything, and this weird thing came up and

it just made me feel uncomfortable.
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MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: And t hat was probably
the extent of it. She remembers. My wife's
real smart and remembers things.

MR. PATTON: Oh, that's good. We
need smart peopl e.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, yeah, we do.

MR. PATTON: And then you say you
were filling in for M chael who was the Deputy
Director for Adm n Services.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . So let's say
that -- and | don't know the time line, really
this would -- |'m hopeful you have that
figured out.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: So I'"'msitting here.
" m new here in April.

MR. PATTON: As the --

MR. BORI SKI N: Assi stant reporting
to M chael .

MR. PATTON: Ri ght, right.

MR. BORI SKI N: ' m probably there a

mont h, maybe two mont hs, something |ike that.

Page 23

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR. PATTON: Okay. So you've seen
this and discussed it with both Becky and
M chael --

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: - within two mont hs.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . And then |I'm
starting to have meetings with Ruth and --
MR. PATTON: So you're now a Deputy
Director -- acting Deputy Director in
M chael's absence.

MR. BORI SKI N: And |I'm sitting in

meetings here. And she had one-on-ones with
peopl e. And | get called in for a one-on-one.
' m tal king about a variety of things. At

t hat meeting --
MR. PATTON: Had a one-on-one
meeting with Ruth?
MR. BORI SKI N: One-on-one with Ruth.
MR. PATTON: Okay.
MR. BORI SKI N: At that meeting, the

two things that came away -- well, the one
thing that came -- the only one thing that
came away from that meeting is Ruth said, if

you're going to be moving up in State

government, you need to |look at the bigger
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pi cture of things, because | was telling her
some of the issues, this being one of them, |
believe, okay. Now, these are the problenms --
| said, it's a one-on-one with your boss.

MR. PATTON: Tell me how you
descri bed the issue to her of the fund

di screpancy.

MR. BORI SKI N: | think that's all |
woul d have sai d. | said there's just a
difference in the balance in two pl aces. It
never --

MR. PATTON: Did you tell her by
on -- of what magnitude?

MR. BORI SKI N: "' m not sure. I
really don't remember that. | just said, hey,
one of the things | noticed is there's a
difference within the fund bal ances; it seems

like it's something we should try to resolve.

| " m assuming it's said -- it was said
something |like that.
MR. PATTON: Well, it wasn't an

I nsignificant difference or you wouldn't be

bringing it up.

MR. BORI SKI N: No. | thought it was
I mportant. And at that meet -- |'ve thought a
Page 25
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| ot of things were i mportant though.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: And at that meeting
is when Ruth told me, you really have to | earn
how to | ook at the broader scope of things;
you're now acting Deputy and you'll have to
| ook at the big picture. And she
compl ai ned -- and she says, | understand you
do spreadsheets all the time. And | said,
yeah, it helps me understand things. And she
said, that's interesting. Anyhow, and all of
a sudden | didn't feel comfortable in my
position.

MR. PATTON: So she was sort of 1|ike
suggesting you shouldn't spend time studying
spreadsheets?

MR. BORI SKI N: Absol utely.

MR. PATTON: When you discussed the
di sparity -- | really want you to try to dig
back and remember the details of this
I nteraction --

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: - to the best you can.
Today | don't think you're able to identify

from memory which funds you were talking
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about.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: To your recollection,
when you discussed this with Ruth, would you

have identified which funds you're talking

about ?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: You woul d have?

MR. BORI SKI N: | think I would have.

MR. PATTON: Let's |l ook for a second
now - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: -- at these -- since
you do i ke | ooking at --

MR. BORI SKI N: Whose are these?

MR. PATTON: These are from the
Depart ment of Finance.

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh.

MR. PATTON: And | kind of I|ike
spreadsheets too.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: And it shows some
summary information for two different funds.
One is the State Parks and Recreation Fund,

the SPRF -- don't worry about this yet.
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MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, okay.

MR. PATTON: Let me explain to you
what we're | ooking at.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ok ay.

MR. PATTON: Don't jump ahead of me.

MR. BORI SKI N: Al'l right.

MR. PATTON: One is the State Parks
and Recreation Fund.

MR. BORI SKI N: Uh- huh.

MR. PATTON: You've heard of that?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: Shorthand for that |
al ways hear is the SPRF

MR. BORI SKI N: | don't remember that
short hand but okay.

MR. PATTON: l'"mtold that this is a
fund where the park entrance fee revenues go
in and |license fees and concession errors.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: Okay. You don't --

MR. BORI SKI N: | don't remember that
detail .

MR. PATTON: You don't have a
recollection of the detail?

MR. BORI SKI N: No.
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MR. PATTON: The other is called the
Of f Hi ghway Vehicle Trust Fund.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . That sounds
more familiar.

MR. PATTON: You just told me about
you recall maybe some vehicle registration fee
part goes into this --

MR. BORI SKI N: | thought so, yeah.

MR. PATTON: -- something |like that.

MR. BORI SKI N: Uh- huh.

MR. PATTON: What Fi nance is showi ng
here is that this is the -- on the | edger
basis annual report is the --

MR. BORI SKI N: Controllers -- |legal
basis says there's twelve mllion in there.
"' m assum ng these are mllions.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: Reservation for
encumbr ances.

MR. PATTON: Reserve for
encumbr ances.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . Adj ust ment - -

MR. PATTON: So we've got an

adj ust ment ,

and then we have the adjusted

Controller's bal ance.
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MR. BORI SKI N: Okay .

MR. PATTON: And then we have

somet hing here that says "Finance, Governor's

Proposed Budget."

MR. BORI SKI N: So that would be the

spendi ng authority, and that would be the

bal ance in the budget.
MR. PATTON: No, no, not

necessarily.

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, okay. | didn't
know t hat.

MR. PATTON: Not necessary
aut hority. | don't want to use too broad of a

term

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay .

MR. PATTON: What | understand i s

that this is the adjusted balance in the

| edger bal ance --

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: -- that both the

accounting side of the Parks Operatio
Controller have in their records --
MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.
MR. PATTON: -- as being the

year-end adjusted bal ance.

n and t he
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MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And it's
adjusted to reflect some reserves for
encumbrances, some other adjustments.
Basically at the year end, there's an el even
mllion dollar and some change bal ance as
reported to the Controller.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: This is the | edger.
This number that is simply | abeled "Finance,
Governor's Proposed Budget" is what |I'mtold
was reported through the budget side of the
Par ks Department as being the fund condition,
t he year-ending fund condition, that this is
representation of how much is in this fund,
five mllion -- what does that say?

MR. BORI SKI N: 6,576, 000.

MR. PATTON: Okay. That this is --

MR. BORI SKI N: VWai t . Let's move
back up again. Adj usted bal ance. That's the
bal ance of the fund.

MR. PATTON: Yeah. But these are
t wo bal ances, that this is a balance reported
to Controller, and this is a balance reported

to Finance.
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MR. BORI SKI N: Real |l y.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: "Finance, Governor's
Proposed Budget." So that is just a display
I n the governor's budget of the balance of the
fund.

MR. PATTON: Yeah. So this is what
l"mtold so --

MR. BORI SKI N: Wait a second. Why
is there -- then why is there a difference?

MR. PATTON: Well, that's why we're
here.

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, okay.

MR. PATTON: Okay. And this is the
di fference you were talking to me about.

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, okay.

MR. PATTON: Now I "m trying to show
it to you in numbers.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: And so that's going
back quite a ways; that's to '93.

MR. BORI SKI N: Three.

MR. PATTON: And that shows t hat
some four mllion, five hundred and -- what's

that? 68,0007

Page 32

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MR.
MR.

fund condition as part

Fi nance for

reported on the

MR.
those mean.
MR.
i n year
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.

BORI SKI N:

PATTON:

t he governor's budget

BORI SKI N:
Al |
PATTON:

ending June 30

BORI SKI N:
PATTON:
BORI SKI N:
PATTON:
BORI SKI N:
PATTON:

referring this fol ded

under

to the Department of

MR.
goi ng on
MR.
MR.
MR.
half mllion

MR.

t he equation is

BORI SKI N:

| i ke forever.

PATTON:
BORI SKI N:
PATTON:

BORI SKI N:

| edger

Yeah, uh-huh.
Less is reported in the
of the report to
than is

right.

to Controller.
Okay. So that's what
Al'l right. So that's
" 03.
-- '903.
Yeah, '93.
' 93.
Oh.
So what we've been

number at the bottom

t he amount underreported

Fi nance versus --

So this has been

A long time.

Okay.
This is "93, four and a
And so until the
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research you guys have done is the

difference -- have you identified potentially
why there's a difference, like is -- because
it's all --

MR. PATTON: Let me wal k you through
the numbers - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, sure, sure.

MR. PATTON: -- and |let me ask you
guesti ons - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay, fine.

MR. PATTON: -- and maybe we'll be
able to.
MR. BORI SKI N: Okay. Al'l right.
Al'l right. | was just --
MR. PATTON: That's a good question.
MR. BORI SKI N: Ok ay. That's fine.
MR. PATTON: So |l et me handl e
t hat - -
MR. BORI SKI N: Sure, sure. That's
fine.

MR. PATTON: -- aspect of this.
Let's walk through it.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: "93, 4.5 mllion

underreported --
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MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: -- four point something
one -- | can't read --

MR. BORI SKI N: But it's not
cumul ative, right?

MR. PATTON: Nope.

MR. BORI SKI N: This is --

MR. PATTON: Every year this is the
difference - -

MR. BORI SKI N: This is each year --

MR. PATTON: That's right.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- it's different --
| mean, this isn't --

MR. PATTON: That's right.

MR. BORI SKI N: This isn't
cumul ati ve. One year is four, then it's
three, then it's two, whatever.

MR. PATTON: Correct.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay. Got it.

MR. PATTON: Let's walk through
t hem. At the end of '94, the difference in
bal ances reported to Controller and to the
Fi nance Department is --

MR. BORI SKI N: Four million forty-

one, okay.
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MR. PATTON: Okay. And t hen --

MR. BORI SKI N: And then 2,389,000,
5,543,000, 6,370,000 (indiscernible -
simul taneous speaking).

MR. PATTON: Now -- sl ow down. Now,
that was '97, it was six mllion what?

MR. BORI SKI N: 6,379, 000.

MR. PATTON: Less is reported to
Finance than to Controller.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: 98 it's - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Jumps to nine.

MR. PATTON: 9,363, 000.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: "99 it jumps to
13,974, 000. 2000 it jumps to 19,949, 000. Am
| reading that right?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, yeah, yeah

MR. PATTON: The end of "01 it's
jumped to twenty-two what?

MR. BORI SKI N: 22,765, 000.

MR. PATTON: The end of '"02 --

MR. BORI SKI N: 26, 825, 000,
29,184, 000.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Sl ow down.
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29, 184, 000.
MR. BORI SKI N: Oh, this keeps

goi ng - -

MR. PATTON: Let me get this right
side up. So we were at '03, it was
29, 194, 000.

MR. BORI SKI N: Uh- huh.

MR. PATTON: 04 the difference was
twenty what ?

MR. BORI SKI N: 26,694, 000.

MR. PATTON: 26, 694, 000. The end of
fiscal year '05, 22,929,000, right?

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . Went down a
little that year.

MR. PATTON: Went down a little bit.

MR. BORI SKI N: Down up down.

MR. PATTON: So at the end of '04 --
now, you say you came in April of *'O05.

MR. BORI SKI N: Uh- huh.

MR. PATTON: So if you were | ooking
at the year-end reports for fiscal year ending
June 30, 'O05, you'd be | ooking, | think --

MR. BORI SKI N: No, at this number.
This is June 30, 'O05.

MR. PATTON: Oh, right, right,
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right, right.

MR. BORI SKI N: Now, this is June 30,
' 06.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So you'd be
| ooki ng at ' 05 here. And in the State Parks
and Rec Fund, according to Finance's --

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: -- reports, the
di sparity is -- what was that?

MR. BORI SKI N: 23,929, 000.

MR. PATTON: Yeah. And the other
set of numbers is for the Off Hi ghway Vehicle
Fund. And let's go back to the beginning.
Don't - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, okay. Thr ee,
two (indiscernible - simultaneous speaking).

MR. PATTON: Hang on. Hol d on.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: So we've got the same

| ist here which is an adjusted Controller

bal ance.

MR. BORI SKI N: Uh- huh.

MR. PATTON: Back in "93 it was
seventeen mllion reported to Controller.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay. So just so you
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and | are clear about this, the Controller,
t he budgetary | egal basis of the fund, they
said there's thirty-three mllion dollars in
the fund as of June 30th, but there are
encumbrances - -

MR. PATTON: Ri ght .

MR. BORI SKI N: -- commi tments we
have made to spend money that are out there -

MR. PATTON: Ri ght .

MR. BORI SKI N: -- that are sixteen
mllion.

MR. PATTON: Ri ght .

MR. BORI SKI N: So the real bal ance
Is this mnus this and then if there was
payroll, | eaving a balance of seventeen, but
what is reported in the governor's budget is
only fourteen, and that's kind of the
guestion, leaving a difference of three
mllion dollars.

MR. PATTON: Ri ght .

MR. BORI SKI N: Got it.

MR. PATTON: Ri ght .

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: So, yeah, after

considering reserves for encumbrances in the
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Controller's report, instead of thirty-three
mllion, it's seventeen, and then fourteen
reported to the governor's office.

MR. BORI SKI N: Look at this one.

MR. PATTON: Yeah. Now, | don't
want to get too fixated on this for this
reason. We're still kind of grappling with --
you're | ooking now at negatives where there
was more money - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght, which is the
opposite --

MR. PATTON: The opposite.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- which would be
more troublesome to somebody |Iike me because
then that's saying we're spending money that
we don't really have.

MR. PATTON: We don't even have.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: We're overreporting to
Fi nance that we have --

MR. BORI SKI N: So that we can get

aut hority to -- well, | don't know if it means
(i ndiscernible - simultaneous speaking).
MR. PATTON: -- get authority.

MR. BORI SKI N: Get authority to
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spend but get authority the spend something
t hat we don't really have.

MR. PATTON: Asking for authority to
spend money that doesn't exist.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: That woul d be
probl emati c.

MR. BORI SKI N: That woul d be real
probl emati c.

MR. PATTON: All right. I n any
event, here's what we've -- what the numbers
Il ndicate is that consistently in the SPRF

fund, there's been an amount of money starting

back in '"93 that was around four mllion that
started growing in about '98, it grew to
nine -- what is that?

MR. BORI SKI N: 9,368, 000.

MR. PATTON: 9.3 mllion, grew again
in "99 to thirteen, almost fourteen mllion,
thirteen-and-a-half mllion, grew in 2000 to
al most twenty mllion, grew again al most
twenty-three, then to twenty six and a half,
and by '"03 it had grown to twenty-nine
mllion.

MR. BORI SKI N: Um hum.
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MR. PATTON: And in '"04, it came
down a little bit to twenty-six, came down
again a little bit in '"05 to what is that,
twenty-three.

MR. BORI SKI N: Twenty-three.

MR. PATTON: Al most twenty-four.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: Now, when you're

| ooking at it, having come in in '04, you're

going to be | ook -- or you came in in '05, |
mean. You're going to be | ooking at this
number which was a twenty-three mllion doll ar

underreport --

MR. BORI SKI N: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: -- in the SPRF fund.
In that particular year, in the OHV, the
numbers were pretty close --

MR. BORI SKI N: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: -- with only about a
mllion | ess reported to Finance than to the
Controller. And in the very next year,
thirty-five mllion more is reported to
Finance than to the Controller. So this is
one of these problematic areas. And again in

*07, much more is reported to the Controller
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at thirty-one -- what is that number?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. Thirty-one
(indiscernible - simultaneous speaking).

MR. PATTON: Thirty-one
(i ndiscernible) more is reported to Finance
than to Controller.

MR. BORI SKI N: Then you come back
here, and it's balanced some.

MR. PATTON: So you're kind of |ike
me. You're fascinated by these numbers.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: Here's what |'m going
to tell you for right now.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay. Sur e.

MR. PATTON: ' m going to give you a
short answer to this. We don't know. We
don't know why in the OHV one year they're
pretty close, as close as eleven dollars, and

in other years, they can be as much as thirty

mllion dollars unreported. Most recently, |
"11, it was almost thirty-four mllion
underreported to Finance, but in other years,
much -- a huge overreport to Finance. We
don't know. It appears to be -- and this --
and Finance is studying this to determ ne --
Page 43
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MR. BORI SKI N: Well, your
encumbrances are really insane.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: You should | ook at
t hose encumbrances.

MR. PATTON: All right. So anyhow,
we mi ght bring you over to Finance to help
them undo all this, okay?

MR. BORI SKI N: | " m not going to do
t hat .

MR. PATTON: But what | want to tell
you for right now is --

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: -- | don't want for us
then to fixate on trying to understand the OHV
| ssues because we've not yet been able to
i dentify -- and every year has to be
di ssected - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: -- to see just what you
were pointing out --

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: -- or is that
encumbrance number correct.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.
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MR. PATTON: But we do see and have
a high |level of competence with regard to th
SPRF fund that these are the numbers of what
was unreported.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay.

MR. PATTON: So when you | ook at
somet hing and you -- |I'"m just -- | guess ny
basic question is does this ring any bells
terms of what you were |ooking at being a

di sparity?

MR. BORI SKI N: | don't think so,
which is real -- you mean this format?
MR. PATTON: Well, you didn't see

maybe this format.

MR. BORI SKI N: | didn't see in
this -- and I did -- you know, | -- okay.

MR. PATTON: Do you remember what
funds you saw - -

MR. BORI SKI N: (I'ndiscerni ble -
simul taneous speaking).

MR. PATTON: -- that had
di sparities?

MR. BORI SKI N: If you take the
governor's budget --

MR. PATTON: Yeah.
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MR. BORI SKI N: -- and you | ook at a

department - -

MR. PATTON: Uh- huh.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- it displays a | ot

of things. When | go apply for jobs,

when |

was in state government, | would take the

governor's budget, | would get the numbers, |

woul d | ook at

them so if | -- during the

i nterview they ask me about -- you know,

because | had

budgetary jobs, | had some sense

of what was going on with the budget.

assum ng it was something |ike that

was just the governor's budget,

I ' m

had. | t

and t hen

somewhere | saw a report that said the bal ance

of the fund or

one of these numbers.

And

SO -- but | never saw it laid out |like this.

MR. PATTON: All right. So ny

under st andi ng

is that in the Parks Department

there are something |like twenty-six or so
different funds.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: " m not sure what -- |
was trying to figure out if you recall which

fund or funds

a discrepancy.

you were | ooking at when you saw

Now, the first time

asked
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you, what you said was you think it m ght have
been a combination of -- and you tell me --

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. | said that,
but you know what, now that you show me this

and now that you rem nd me how many funds

there are -- | read the newspaper |ike
everybody el se. Unfortunately, | m ght have
said, oh, yeah, | remember that, and it made
the two things -- | don't really know. I
can't tell you with certainty.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So what you do

recall is that you saw a discrepancy.
MR. BORI SKI N: | saw a discrepancy,;
that's what | remember. And why | remember

it --

MR. PATTON: Um hum.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- why it sticks with
me i s because of the conversation | had with

Becky, the subsequent conversation with

Mi chael, and the final conversation with Ruth
that made me -- | mean, the rest of the stuff
I's sort of -- | mean, it's important right now

I n what you're doing but made me deci de |
couldn't work with the department because |

didn't have the respect of those people. I
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mean, you know, you keep jobs because you're
productive and you can do things, but if the
people you're working with don't respect you
or don't value what you bring to the table or
don't value the work that you do, you go, |
guess |'m | eaving.

MR. PATTON: Okay. So what | can

understand from talking with you is just --
basically a couple basic things.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay .

MR. PATTON: You saw a discrepancy
t hat was sizable enough that it got your
attention.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yep.

MR. PATTON: You don't really recal
I n what fund or funds you saw it.

MR. BORI SKI N: No.

MR. PATTON: You -- it was
significant enough that you brought it
shortly -- you saw it shortly after you
started in the Assistant Deputy Director
spot --

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: -- and you brought it
to the Budget Officer, Becky Brown's
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attention.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: She told you don't
worry about it.

MR. BORI SKI N: Correct.

MR. PATTON: You worried about it

some nevertheless, and you went to M chael

Harris.

MR. BORI SKI N: Well, yeah, because |
didn't like -- one of the struggles | had with
Parks is | believe in chain of command.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: So if she worked for
me, she should be telling me things and
answering my questions. She didn't --

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: -- and she didn't

wor k for M chael either; she worked for Ruth.
The chain of command was not followed from my
ki nd of experience there. There were a | ot of
people that just talked to people who they
wanted so - -

MR. PATTON: How do you know t hat
she worked for Ruth?

MR. BORI SKI N: Well, | don't know
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she worked for Ruth.

MR. PATTON: Why did you say that?

MR. BORI SKI N: | just felt that she
had Ruth's ear and they had conversations and
that -- | don't know why | say that; | just
believe that.

MR. PATTON: Did you see her in
conversation with Ruth?

MR. BORI SKI N: No, | did not. No, |
did not.

MR. PATTON: What makes you think
she had conversations with Ruth?

MR. BORI SKI N: She seemed to have --
well, probably because Ruth would say, well,
Becky said this or Becky said that, and that
woul d validate that kind of, you know --

MR. PATTON: Okay. So you had --
there were various indications that Ruth and
Becky communi cated directly?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: So you went to M chael.
He told you, Becky knows what she's doing, |et
her do her job.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .

MR. PATTON: And then you say you
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brought up the issue of a disparity.

MR. BORI SKI N: Now remember, M chae

was al so new there. Remember, M chael only
came in there a few months before | came in
t here.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . And M chael
and I, and most of State government, had a ton
of respect for Becky Brown.

MR. PATTON: Um hum.

MR. BORI SKI N: Il mean, | was
t hi nki ng about the retirement party | went to.
| think there were senators there, and head of
Fi nance came, and all of these people. I
mean, Becky Brown was knowl edgeabl e,
intelligent, knew people, worked hard, and
did, I"m assum ng, tons of wonderful things
for the State of California.

MR. PATTON: Um hum.

MR. BORI SKI N: So -- and a very
wel |l -respected person. So I knew -- | am a
pencil pusher. | do | ook at detail. | get
into stuff |ike that. | knew that |'d be a
better manager if | could focus on bigger-

picture things, but it didn't feel good, and
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that's what (indiscernible).

MR. PATTON: What ever you saw was
significant enough it didn't feel good.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: And so you brought it

up then to Ruth, among a number of issues.

MR. BORI SKI N: | believe -- |
mean -- and | --
MR. PATTON: Well, you recall a

conversation in which she (indiscernible -
simul taneous speaking).

MR. BORI SKI N: Well, | recall a
conversation, the most specific -- the most
significant part of the conversation was the
spreadsheet thing, for me, not -- obviously
for your investigation, it doesn't matter, but
for me as a person working in a job, wanting
to do good, wanting to be respected, to have
the person |I'"mreporting to tell me |
shoul dn't be doing spreadsheets stuck with me,
and |I've carried it with me the rest -- you
know - -

MR. PATTON: | got it.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: What I'mtrying to get
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iIs the best -

MR.
MR.
hel p me (i ndi
speaking).
MR.
ahead.
MR.
transcri ber i
MR.
MR.

had some conversation which you

- hang on.
BORI SKI N: Okay, okay.
PATTON: Don't answer - -

scerni ble -

BORI SKI N:

You go ahead.

PATTON:

si mul taneous

Okay. | won't

Very difficult f

f you're talking on me.

BORI SKI N:
PATTON:

That's fine.

recal

being a one-on-one with Ruth --

MR.
MR.
were tal king
spreadsheets.
MR.
MR.
MR.
MR.

i ndi cated before that

di screpancy had caught

MR.
MR.

BORI SKI N:
PATTON: - -

about

BORI SKI N:
PATTON: Ri
BORI SKI N:

PATTON:

Okay.
this

Um- hum

don't
- - go
or the

So obviously then you

as

wher e apparently you

the details and

Um- hum

ght ?

Yes.

And you

i ssue of a

your attention --
BORI SKI N: Uh- huh.
PATTON: -- and it sounded
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before like, to the best of your recollection,
you brought up the issue of a discrepancy, |
noti ced.

MR. BORI SKI N: Um hum.

MR. PATTON: Correct?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: To Rut h. And you don't
remember what other issues you m ght have
brought up?

MR. BORI SKI N: No, | don't.

MR. PATTON: And then Ruth
questioned why you're fixated on spreadsheets
and not | ooking at the big picture.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes.

MR. PATTON: And you don't -- so you
don't have any more detailed recollection?

MR. BORI SKI N: You know, it's

i nteresting, as | try to think back what woul d
be some of the other issues | was worried
about . At that point, | was acting as M chael
and | was trying to | earn personnel issues,
which | wasn't as skilled in, and | believe |

t al ked about 1issues in that area too, how some

things -- so I don't -- |I'"msure | walked in
there with a |ist of questions, and | said,
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hey, Ruth

I Nt ereste

(i ndiscer

MR. PATTON: Yeah. | " m mostly
d in any discussions about --
MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: -- discrepancy

ni ble - simultaneous speaking).

MR. BORI SKI N: And | can't say with

absolute certainty that | had a conversation
specifically with her about this. | believe
did, but | couldn't say that with absol ute

certainty

| ong did

mont h or
| was doi
but -- |
was anot h
They brou

M chael 's

MR. PATTON: Now, did you go -- how
you fill in for M chael Harris?
MR. BORI SKI N: Il think only about a

so, and they weren't happy with what
ng, and then they brought in not Tom
think there was a Jack guy or -- he
er retired -- he's not on there.

ght this other guy in, and he sat in

pl ace, and then things got just

totally bad for me, and that's when | came to
the conclusion that | had enough years of
State service | could retire and stil
survive.

MR. PATTON: Well, the next year, on

Page 55

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

the next organization chart for '06, there's a

Paul Romero |listed as Chief Deputy

MR. BORI SKI N: No, no, it
it was this interim guy. ' m sure
show up on a spreadsheet, and | thi

MR. PATTON: And there was
Brean there for a little bit?

MR. BORI SKI N: No.

MR. PATTON: | don't know
Jack.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay. | be
there was a guy, he had horses.

MR. PATTON: Someone named
Domi ch.

MR. BORI SKI N: No. Tom Do
who | used to work for, but they br
some ot her guy. Where did he work?
ot her section. Anyhow, he acted fo
for a period of time.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: And | don't
all the details, but we had those
conversations about who reported to
how I ' m supposed to do things, and

realized |I wasn't a good match for

Director.
wasn't - -
he doesn''t

nk

a Ron

of any

i eve

Tom

m ch was
ought in
Some

r Michael

remember

who and
Il just -- |

Par ks.
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MR. PATTON: Did you ever go -- |
understand that there's something called an
executive commttee, and there's a director's
| arge executive commttee and a smal l
executive commttee. And according to what
| ' ve been given, the deputy directors of the
various divisions including Adm n Services are
part of the | arge executive comm ttee, and the
Deputy Director for Adm n Services is also
part of the small executive commttee.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. | went to two
or three of those meeti ngs.

MR. PATTON: Okay. Did you ever
di scuss any concerns you'd seen on the
spreadsheets about financial disparity?

MR. BORI SKI N: No, because those
t hings had been -- no.

MR. PATTON: You' ve never --

MR. BORI SKI N: And | felt really
uncomfortable in those meetings. So no --

MR. PATTON: Because you were the

newcomer .

MR. BORI SKI N: | was a newcomer, and
| also, by that time, didn't feel -- by the
time |I was going to those meetings, | was
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feeling very isolated in --

MR. PATTON: How was -- what was
your -- what was the relationship |ike with
Tom Domi ch?

MR. BORI SKI N: Tom was retired when

| got there -

MR. PATTON: Uh- huh.
MR. BORI SKI N: -- but he came back.

A bright guy, intelligent, fun. He never --

he just came in and tal ked mostly. He tried
to be hel pful. He tried to explain how to get
along in the organization, but | didn't have

many interactions with him

MR. PATTON: Okay. Did you form

any - -

MR. BORI SKI N: Cl ose bonds?

MR. PATTON: -- friendshi ps?

MR. BORI SKI N: Gayl e Bohl mann was
probably the only person |I've talked to since
| eaving there. When she retired, we had
cont act . Some of the people that worked for
me, | -- what are their names again? | don't
even remember their names. | " m not real good

at that stuff, but --
MR. PATTON: Let me get you the
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right year.

MR. BORI SKI N: Okay .

MR. PATTON: Anybody contacted you
since the media stories --

MR. BORI SKI N: No.

MR. PATTON: -- started to come out?

MR. BORI SKI N: No. | ' ve been gone
for six years.

MR. PATTON: Yeah.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah. And | didn't

| eave in a really -- well, | hired Manue
Lopez. | mean, that -- and | knew Manue

Lopez from Caltrans. I worked at Caltrans,
and | didn't know himvery well, but he seemed
har dwor ki ng, seemed knowl edgeabl e. He

I ntervi ewed wel | . Mi chael, somebody from
personnel and | were there. We had three

people; we chose Manuel .

As soon as he got there, it became
fairly uncomfortable. He -- it was just |ike
t he whole organi zation, people just choose to
report to who they wanted to. It really felt
out of control there. He seemed to have
devel oped a relationship with Ruth, and that's

a "seem to" about me having any direct

Page 59

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

knowl edge of that,

things makes it true.
difficult.

O aya | didn'
Freda. Mar gi e and |
All en Friedman and |
I went

acting on the side.

but

didn't
ki nd of
to a play he was in.

But

peopl e sort of

reporting process they felt

| guess the subsequent

And that became

t -- 1 liked Ol aya and
know that -- oh,
i ked each ot her.
He did some

no, | didn't -- |

devel oping any close

e there, part of the

So -- but what you
devel oped

t hey

Or they could achieve

never ended out
connections with peopl
reason | left, | guess.
MR. PATTON:
observed was that
what ever
want ed.
MR. BORI SKI N:
so - -
MR. PATTON:

i nter medi at e

go --
MR. BORI SKI N:
MR. PATTON:
MR. BORI SKI N:
MR. PATTON:
t hat Becky had attained that

supervisor if

So they would skip an

t hey were able to

Ri ght .
-- to a higher level.
Ri ght .
And you got the sense

with regard to
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communi cations with Ruth --

MR. BORI SKI N: Absol utely.

MR. PATTON: -- because of vari ous

t hings you heard --
MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght .
MR. PATTON: -- from people's

mout hs

apparently. And you got the same sense with

Manuel Lopez?

MR. BORI SKI N: Absol utely.

MR. PATTON: Do you recall anything

specific that |led you to believe he had Ruth's

ear directly?

MR. BORI SKI N: No. Just a general

feeling and then the end result was true. I

|l eft, and | think a few months | ater he didn't

only take my job, but he took M chael Harris's

j ob.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: So that was kind of
proof that what | felt was true.

MR. PATTON: | guess the one thing

you did know then was that he wasn't bringing

everything -- he wasn't reporting everything

directly to you.

MR. BORI SKI N: No, he was not.
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MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: So you would get --
you'd get information com ng down from above
you saying we've decided such and such or
we're going to do such and such.

MR. BORI SKI N: " m not sure it was
ever that --

MR. PATTON: How did you know you
were cut out of the loop?

MR. BORI SKI N: Probably meetings
with Manuel where he said, well, Ruth said
this or that.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: And then | said,

well, that's interesting, what did you tell --
well, | just saw her and | just did it. Then
there were the excuses and things |ike that,
and |I'm going, okay, wow.

MR. PATTON: Same sort of thing you
woul d experience with regard to Becky?
MR. BORI SKI N: Ri ght . Except she

had been there for years and years and -- |

mean, you got to -- well, she had been there
for years and years. It appeared to me she
Page 62
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was taking a significant role in that
department but in a | esser position. Tom
Dom ch, who was her supervisor, appeared to
not supervise her too much and | et her do her
t hing because she was smart, she worked hard,
she cared about the department, she cared
about where they were going.

And these are all people | think,
even with this mess that's going on, are
people who cared a | ot about their jobs and

the department and the resources and things

they were trying to protect. So these aren't
bad peopl e. They made some -- | mean, | don't
know if they're good or bad. " m not going to
make a judgment |ike that. But these aren't

people that don't go to work or don't show up
or don't do that. These are hardworking
peopl e but --

MR. PATTON: Were you able to
observe any particular alliances that had been
clearly formed among various employees there?
Any of these people you're working with?

MR. BORI SKI N: Ted Jackson, it

seemed |i ke Ted and Manuel had devel oped sort
of a friendship too, but it was like -- it was
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funny.

| was at a meeting, one of the
supervisors meeting, and | was sitting next to
this guy, and Manuel was speaking, because |
wasn't -- if it was on a budget thing, it was
his thing, and the guy turned to me, he says,
oh, is he your boss? And it was one of those
really funny little things that happen. And |
said, well, actually, he works for me.

But it really struck me that Manuel

was articulate, smart, connected well with
peopl e, understood budgets and things |ike

t hat . Those were the reasons | hired him and
yet in terms of what | would call more

respectful behavior in terms of chains of
command and things |ike that, didn't find it

I mportant. Okay. So -- and you know, and who
knows, how much of it was me. How much of it

was me just not |earning as quick as Manuel

and not knowi ng things as quickly. | don't
know.

So when | left, | sort of did nmy
soul searching. The good news is |I'm doing
something I know how to do and I'm loving it.
And so the world changes. And so it could

Page 64

Sarnoff, A VERITEXT COMPANY
877-955-3855




o N o 0o b~ W N P

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

have been me, | would have been the Peter in
the Peter principal here. | don't know, but I
just know it didn't work for me.

MR. PATTON: Okay. |l s there
anything else you can think of that we ought

to be aware of?

MR. BORI SKI N: No. | think those
are the -- | mean, you know -- oh, the one
| ast thing is, as | watch the newspapers and I

see what happens, M chael Harris is the only
person that's supposedly been fired, and

M chael Harris and Ruth Col eman go back a | ong
ways, they were at the LAO together, and |
believe, without any knowl edge of anything,
that if that's true and if he's the only

person who was fired, that he probably woul d

have taken the bullet for Ruth. | just think
Mi chael is a very -- my experience with him a
very honorabl e person. So | don't know if he

really did something wrong that deserved to be
fired. | don't know that, maybe. But | do
believe that given a tough situation, M chael
woul d have done those things, and | still hold
t hat respect for him

MR. PATTON: He woul d have done
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what ever - -

MR. BORI SKI N: He woul d have -- oh,
wow, if this is going to come and hit you,
"Il take the hit.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: That's what |
think --

MR. PATTON: You said they worked
together at the |egislative analyst's office?

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah, they were
| egi sl ative analysts before they both went

their own ways and - -

MR. PATTON: | had heard that. |
knew t hat about Ruth, and | understood that
she -- one of the things she did was she would

exam ne the Parks Department budgets as part
of her LAO (indiscernible - simultaneous
speaki ng) .

MR. BORI SKI N: As LAO
responsibilities, and then that's what | ed
her, | don't know that. That could have been.

MR. PATTON: Did you know anyt hing
about M chael Harris's work history at LAO?

MR. BORI SKI N: No. | just knew he

wor ked at the LAO which was one of the things
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that made me -- God, this guy really knows a
| ot of things. And then he worked for --

MR. PATTON: Did you know whet her or
not he worked with Ruth at the LAO?

MR. BORI SKI N: That's nmy
under st andi ng.

MR. PATTON: Okay.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes, it's ny
under st andi ng they worked together at the LAO.
| " m not sure at what point in time.

MR. PATTON: And then you met him at
Fish and Game.

MR. BORI SKI N: Fi sh and Game, right.

MR. PATTON: So if he had worked
with Ruth at the LAO, it would have been years
bef ore.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yes, years before,
right.

MR. PATTON: So your understanding
was that their relationship, at |east the
professional relationship, went back a | ong

ways.

MR. BORISKIN: Yeah. |IH HEE BB
B B B D B | struggled

with Ruth personally. | don't think she ever
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really |Iiked me, for whatever reason, but she

cared about M chael . B e
N B B B R BE E2F |
I I B B o you know, like |

said, there's a | ot of good people in this
ugly mess.

MR. PATTON: Sur e.

MR. BORI SKI N: And | just -- my kind
of take on it is somehow M chael's taken a

bi gger share of the brunt of this thing than

maybe is true, but | don't know. Il mean, |
don't know what he did. | don't know how he
changed. It's been six years ago.

MR. PATTON: Anyt hing else you can
t hink of we ought to be aware of?

MR. BORI SKI N: No, | think that's
it.

MR. PATTON: Okay. | appreciate
your time, M. Boriskin.

MR. BORI SKI N: Yeah.

MR. PATTON: And we're going to go
off the record at 5:06.

(End of audi o)
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TRANSCRI BER' S CERTI FI CATE

Rob Boriskin interview on 9-13-12

STATE OF CALI FORNI A )
) Ss.
COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO )

This is to certify that |
transcri bed the foregoing pages 1 to 68 to the
best of my ability from an audi o recording
submtted by Heidi Webb at the California
Depart ment of Justice, in Sacramento,
California.

| have subscribed this certificate
at New York, New York, this 25th day of
September, 2012.

Davi d Rutt

eScri bers, Inc.

--000- -
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